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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.

Rev. J. R. Latimer, Rose Point, Pa.

We believe it unfortunate that different

designations are applied to the work of

the Church in seeking to reach the un-

saved. In some cases it is called mission-

ary work; in others evangelistic. In all

cases the work is one, and should be desig-

nated by a single term, either missionary

or evangelistic. What is called evan-

gelistic work is simply mission work, con-

ducted by churches and congregations at

home, their efforts to reach the unsaved at

their door.

The need for this work is great. The

harvest of the unsaved in the home land is

large. Were Christ present to-day in the

United States, He could say in truth:

“The harvest truly is plenteous.” Statistics

show that only about one-fourth of the

population of the United States is receiv-

ing any religious instruction that can be

called evangelical, and a goodly number of

this fourth give little evidence of conver-

sion. The Church in recent years has

made but little progress in gathering this

vast harvest at home. The net growth of

the evangelical churches in late years has

been very, very small, varying frbm

nothing to two or three per cent.
;
not as

much as it should be from within. Thus
the Church is not holding all her own
children.

Why is this? There must be a cause.

Is the Lord’s hand shortened that it can-

not save ? Has the sword of the Spirit lost

its sharp, two-edged character, so that it

can no longer reach the joints and marrow,

and lay bare the thoughts and intents of

the heart? Is the sinner of to-day a sub-

ject too hard for the Spirit to subdue? In

a word, is the fault or failure with God?
Is the trouble with the means Christ has

instituted for this end? Is His institu-

tion, the Church, not adapted to the work

in modern times? Who will dare answer

any of these questions in the affirmative?

Does not the fault lie with the membership

of the Church, the professed followers of

Christ ?

Only one thing can hinder the working

of the Spirit and limit the power of God
and so prevent His doing many mighty

works in saving sinners, and gathering in

the travail of the Redeemer’s soul, and

that is sin. “He did not many mighty

works there because of their unbelief.” Un-

belief is the source of all sin. If we always

believed as we should, we would be kept

from many a questionable word and deed.

When Abraham’s faith weakened, then

came Egypt and falsehood. It is sin in the

Church to-day that prevents her Head
from doing many mighty works in adding

to her of such as should be saved. We
believe it wise to face the facts and en-

deavor to diagnose the case, so that the

remedy may be applied. All may not agree

with our diagnosis. For that we have no
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quarrel Avith them, as we do not claim to

be infallible. We give our conclusions,

reached after a someAvhat extended and

careful study of the subject in the light of

God’s Word.

Micah tells us that the Lord had a con-

troversy with His people of old. Micah

6 :2. What were the sins on account of

which the Lord had a controversy with

His people of that day ?

1. Idolatry. Micah 1 :5. Comp. 1 Kings

12:26-33, 16:29-33; 2 Kings 16:2-4, 10-

16. Is there no idolatry now in the

Church? What is idolatry? The second

definition by Webster is, “Excessive at-

tachment or veneration for anything, or

that which borders on adoration.” Any

object, then, that absorbs our time and

attention and effort more than God be-

comes an idol to us. It may be money, or

pleasure, or fame, or literature, or science,

or children, or dress, etc. How many

church members to-day are so absorbed in

some of these, or other similar ways, that

they have no time for the prayer meeting,

or for closet and family devotions
;
and on

Sabbath are so weary that they are un-

fitted for the duties of the day?

2. Covetousness. Micah 2 :2 ;
Isa. 5 :8

;

1 Kings 21 :l-20.
.

How this sin prevails

in modern times ! Many business practices

are far from the law of God. If God’s

law were conscientiously followed, it is

very doubtful whether any would become

millionaires. Most men in business will

take all the profits possible. A few years

ago the president of the Sugar Trust testi-

fied that he always aimed to secure not less

than 20 per cent, profit on his invest-

ments. Revelations in recent years have

shoAvn that some of these companies (as

the Standard Oil, etc.) often make 50,

and sometimes 100, per cent, annually on

their investments. Members of the Church

are in these combines, guilty of these

usurious practices. Thus the Church is

involved. She does nothing, and so be-

comes guilty. Micah 2:2 is true to-day.

It is covetousness, fraud, robbery, a viola-

tion of the eighth commandment. The law

of Christ Avill not allow one man to make

20 per cent, profit off his fellow.

3. Rejection of God’s messengers, the

prophets. Micah 2 :6. Comp. 1 Kings

22:8; Jer. 26:8,9. So noAv, how many

Church members are willing to hear the

whole truth and have their sins set before

them ? The pulpit is largelv padlocked on

such subjects as secretism incorporation

Avith a Christless government, etc. People

in effect say : “Prophesy to us smooth

things; prophesy deceits.” True reforms

and their advocates are unpopular.

4. Ingratitude to God Micah 6 :3-5

;

Jer. 2 :5-8. How much real gratitude to

God is shoAvn these days by professing

Christians? How many of the churches

appoint an annual thanksgiving day?

How many members of the Church re-

ligiously observe such a day Avhen ap-

pointed ? Thanksgiving Day is practically

only a holiday. It is spent in sensuous

pleasures. Covenanters and the Cove-

nanter Church are by no means clear in

this matter. Ostensibly the day is set

apart to the Lord, but practically many
use it for themselves, and God is almost

entirely forgotten.

5. Weariness in God’s service. Amos
8:5; Mai. 1:13. This appears to be true

of many in the Church now. The service

of God is a weariness. Hence they are

seldom, or never, in the prayer meeting.

And if the Sabbath service is more than

about an hour or an hour and a quarter in

length, they become restless. We kneAv a

case where a petition was presented to a

pastor to shorten his sermons, when al-

ready they were seldom more than forty

minutes long. What does it mean ? Simply

that the heart is not in such service. True

love for God is lacking. We never become
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weary of that which we love. We always

find pleasure in that in which we delight.

It is not wearisome to us. If there were

five or ten dollars to be made every time

they attended prayer meeting, or sat for

two hours in the services of the sanctuary,

there would be few absentees from the

former and little complaint of weariness

in the latter.

6. Sabbath desecration. Lev. 26 :34,

35, 43; 2 Chron. 36: 20, 21. Judah was

very guilty in this, and her punishment

was terrible. Church members to-day are

guilty in this matter also. The Sabbath

is not observed in the churches as it should

be. I believe there are cases now in which

the Church is guilty of desecrating the

Sabbath by a multiplication of services

and meetings on that day, until there is

no time for quiet meditation and devotion

and communion wdth God. Strong, able-

bodied members of the Church, -who could

walk to the sanctuary without injury to

themselves, will use the street car and

thus violate the fourth commandment.

Such cannot plead necessity or mercy.

How much worldly conversation professed

Christians indulge in on the Lord’s day.

They talk about their parties (sometimes

make arrangements for them), or the

crops, or business, or indulge in neighbor-

hood gossip, etc. Young men and women
keep company on Sabbath evening, osten-

sibly to attend some religious meeting
;
but

religion is far from their thoughts and

conversation, w'hile in one another’s com-

pany. The Church permits such things

and so becomes responsible.

7. Dishonesty with God. Mai. 3 :8, 9.

The tithes and offerings are withheld.

Hence the empty church treasuries. We
rob God of time, also, that we devote to

Him

—

e. g ., fast days. Each year the Cove-

nanter Chureh professes to devote to God

in this way one day of our own time. How
is it spent by many members of the

Church ? Many go about their business on

that day just as on other days, use the day

as their own. I submit that this is not

honest. When we have said that we give

that day to God, and then use it as our

own, we lie to God. What was the sin of

Ananias and Sapphira? Just this—they

professed to give all the proceeds of the

sale of some land to the Lord, but kept

back part for their own use. Peter called

it lying to God. I am persuaded that the

Covenanter Church is guilty of the same

sin every year in relation to our annual

fast day. I can see no difference.

8. Covenant breaking. Lev. 26 :14-26

;

Deut. 29:18-27; Psa. 78:36, 37; Jer. 11:

2-4; 31:32; 34:18-22; IIos. 6:7; 8:1. Is

there no guilt resting on Covenanters un-

der this head ? When parents neglect the

religious training of their children, they

violate the covenant entered into at the

baptism of the children. When children

neglect their religious duties, refuse to

join the Church, etc., they are violating

their baptismal covenant. When minis-

ters and members of the Covenanter

Church disregard any of her principles

and laws, depart from her communion,

etc., they must certainly be written down

as covenant breakers. We have serious

doubts whether, when we become an in-

tegral part of a so-called religious con-

vention in which corruptions of worship

are practiced, we are not guilty of this sin.

At least, it has the appearance of violating

our covenant as to purity of worship, and

so is not free from "the appearance of

evil

r

9. Unscriptural methods of raising

money for the Lord’s work. The scrip-

tural method is voluntary contributions,

given directly and as an act of worship.

2 Cor. 8:1-5, 8, 9; 9:6, 7; 1 Cor. 16:1, 2;

Prov. 3:9. In this last passage (Prov.

3 :9) the Hebrew word translated “honor”

is sometimes used in the sense of worship.
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See Psa. 22:23; 50:15, where it is trans-

lated “glorify,” but it evidently has refer-

ence to worship. So we believe in Prov.

3 :9 that the honor to be paid to the Lord

is worship, and that by means of our sub-

stance. Is God thus honored when our

substance is given for a supper, or for

some article in a church bazaar? Is it

right for the Church to encourage people

in the thought that when they patronize

such things they are giving to the Church

and to the Lord? I cannot believe the

Lord approves it. It is generally the case,

too, that in these bazaars articles are sold

at a price beyond their true value. Is that

right? Does the end justify the means?

Is God pleased ? What saith He ? “I hate

robbery for burnt offering.” Isa. 61 :8.

We have known instances in Covenanter

congregations when methods that involved

the lot were employed to raise money for

the church

—

e. g., a box social. The ladies

fill the boxes with provisions. A lady’s

name goes with each box. The boxes are

sold by auction or otherwise to the men.

The buyer must eat supper with the lady

whose name is found in his box. He does

not choose whom he will to share his box

of provisions. How is it decided? Sup-

pose the names of the ladies were written

on cards, these cards then “shuffled” (as

card players term it), and dealt out to the

men. What would we call it in this case ?

. Well, where’s the difference?

It’s all lottery.

We might mention other particulars,

but we forbear. Can we expect the Spirit ?

Can the Lord bless the Church? Can He

prosper her? What is required to receive

His blessing and the Spirit’s presence and

power? What conditions does the Head

of the Church lay down? Will the reader

please turn to the following passages of

God’s Word and read and study them

prayerfully? Lev. 26:3-13. Obedience,

fidelity to God, etc. The same is presented

in verses 14-39, by showing what will fol-

low disobedience. Note how complete the

obedience must be, verses 14 and 15. “All

these commandments,” “all My com-

mandments.” Verse 15 presents the sin

of covenant breaking. Notice in reading

Moses how often the command to obey oc-

curs. Deut. 11:13-32; 28:1-68; 13:4.

Ex. 19:5; 23:21. Eead also Isa. 42:24;

Jer. 7 :23
;
2 Cor. 10 :5.

On the duty of covenant keeping, read

1 Chron. 16:15; Deut. 4:9, 10, 23, 24;

Heb. 10 :26-30, 38, 39.

Fidelity to our profession, Heb. 4:14;

10 :23, 24.

Entire self-surrender to God, Rom.

6:13.

Jesus our example of self-surrender,

John 6 :34, 38 ;
10 :7. This will give power

in prayer. 1 Jno. 3 :22 ;
Psa. 37 :4. Also the

Holy Spirit will be given. Acts 5:32. In

order to secure the large outpouring of the

Spirit, the Church must obey Christ fully

and exactly; do and teach all that He has

commanded. Matt. 28 :18-20. Repent-

ance is also necessary. Acts 2 :38. The

Church must repent of her sins
;
must get

rid of everything in faith and practice

that is displeasing to her Head. In gov-

ernment, discipline, doctrine, worship,

etc., she must be and have just what He
has appointed, nothing more and nothing

less. Ex. 25:9, 40; 26:30; Lev. 10:1-3;

Rev. 22 :18, 19. Must be complete separa-

tion from everything defiling. 2 Cor.

6:14-18; Rev. 18:4.

Believing prayer. Must pray for the

Spirit. Luke 11:13. The apostles were

commanded to wait at Jerusalem to receive

the promise of the Father. Luke 24 :49

;

Acts 1 :8. I have no doubt but this wait-

ing was to be in prayer. Thus they waited

at Jerusalem. Acts 1:12-14; 2:1. The

Spirit was given in answer. • Acts 2 :2-4

;

4:31; 8:15, 17.

How much real, earnest, believing
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prayer for the Spirit is now offered ? How
many Covenanters are carrying out the

recommendation on this by the Evan-

gelistic Committee of last Synod?

Earnest effort, a deep and abiding love

for souls, faithful proclamation of the

whole truth as revealed, and all for

Christ’s sake, are essential. Matt. 28 :20

;

1 Cor. 1:23, 2:1-5, 3:5-7; 2 Cor. 2:17;

3 :4, 5 ;
4 :1, 2, 5 ;

5 :14; 1 Cor. 9 :19.

“ I once met a thoughtful scholar,” says Bishop Whipple, “ who told me that for

years he had read every book he could which assailed the religion of Jesus Christ,

and he said he should have become an infidel but for three things :
•

“First, I am a man. I am going somewhere. To-night I am a day nearer the

grave than I was last night. I have read all such books can tell me. They shed not

one solitary ray upon the darkness. They shall not take away the only guide and

leave me stone blind.

“Second, I had a mother. I saw her go down into the dark valley where I am
going, and she leaned upon an unseen arm as calmly as a child goes to sleep on the

breast of its mother. I know that was not a dream.

“Third, I have three motherless daughters (he said it with tears in his eyes).

They have no protector but myself. I would rather kill them than leave them in this

sinful world if you blot out from it all the teachings of the Gospel.”

—

Selected.

“ What are churches for but to make missionaries ? What is education for but to

train them ? What is commerce for but to carry them ? What is money for but to

send them ? What is life itself for but to fulfil the purpose of foreign missions, en-

throning Jesus Christ in the hearts of men ?
”

—

Dr. Josiah Strong.

The late A. J. Gordon, D.D., said, “Christians will never give as they ought

until they keep two purses, one for their own necessary expenses and one for the

Lord’s work, to be used as a sacred trust.”

The United Free Church of Scotland has 353 missionaries in the foreign field, with

2,200 native teachers and helpers, and over 40,000 communicants, with 1,300 can-

didates for membership and 55,000 scholars in 8 colleges and 890 schools. Her
income for foreign missions for 1900 was $924,150.

George III. once gave a hard hit at Lord Kenyon, one of the most uncomfortable

noblemen in the English court. He came into the royal presence one day in great ex-

citement, and seeing the surprise depicted on the face of the monarch, said in self-

defence, “ I have lost my temper.”

The king was quick at a repartee, and, without waiting for the explanation which

was to follow, said, “ I congratulate you. I hope you will find a better one; for your

old one was the worst I ever knew.”

The courtiers laughed, and even Lord Kenyon could not hold out against the

general merriment.

The man had not really lost his temper; he had lost control of it. But the fact is,

no man can handle the thing himself. But Christ can do it for him. The thing to

be done is to give one’s self, temper and all, to the Lord Jesus, and let Him have

absolute control of the being. If that is done, then, really and truly, the temper

will be lost, and the soul will constantly grow in likeness to its Lord.

—

Messiah's

Herald.



330 News of the Churches.

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.

—

A letter from Miss

Mattie R. Wylie, written on the steamer

lying off Alexandretta, Saturday, Sept. 7,

informs us that she expected to be at home

the following morning, after the unusual

experience of a Mediterranean trip

of about 17 days from Marseilles.

The weather was exceptionally fine,

and, except three days, the sea

was quiet, and many of the passengers

were congenial Christian people, but there

were tedious and disagreeable detentions

owing to quarantine regulations. As Con-

stantinople was an unclean port, the vessel

on reaching Smyrna was ordered to the

quarantine harbor, and was delayed there

for twenty-four hours. Arriving at

Cyprus, the passengers were not allowed

to land, and she was thus prevented from

spending a day on shore with the friends

there, while Miss Mizpah Easson was re-

quired, with seven or eight others, to go in

quarantine for five days. Her father,

howrever, was able to secure a comfortable

room for her, and would be allowed to send

her anything she needed, but could only

speak to her from a distance.

Miss Wylie speaks in her letter of

“spending a delightful day” in Mersina on

the way, and reports the missionaries

there “working with great zeal amidst

very many discouragements.” She also

had the pleasure of meeting some of her

former pupils, who are married and liv-

ing in that city. She says : “They seemed

so glad to see me that it did me good.”

Writing the same date, Dr. Balph says:

Miss Wylie is on the “French” that is

due here to-morrow morning. We shall

all be very glad to see her back again.

The hospital will open on the 16th, and

also the boys’ school. The new house will

possibly be completed in two or three

weeks. I have been about as busy as usual

with medical work this vacation.

The following letter from Miss Cunning-

ham, of Suadia, written Sept. 20, when
on a visit to Latakia, should awaken fresh

interest in the Syrian Mission :

It is a pleasure to write to you. I am
glad if in any way I can interest the

Church in mission work. My greatest

grief is that there seems so little to write

about.

Miss Wylie landed here on the 8th in

fine health and spirits. Every one was

sorry that the steamer came on the

Sabbath, as they wanted to go down to

the steamer to meet her. I do not

know what more they could have

done unless they had hired the sol-

diers’ band, for the crowds were so

great we could hardly get along, men,

women and children trying to get near

to shake hands with Miss Wylie. Even

the Government officials—the most stolid-

looking of individuals—beamed gracious-

ly on her and gave her their salaams.

Several little children presented a beauti-

ful bouquet of flowers. The children be-

longing to the Church had sent flowers

on Saturday. I think every one in town

has called, from the highest to the low-

est. They began on Monday morning al-

most as soon as we had finished break-

fast, and they kept it up until dark, all

day and every day for the last two weeks

—the English and French consuls, the

telegraph and post office officials, the

steamer agents, etc. I told her all she

needed to complete the list was the Gov-

ernor himself, but that he had gone to

Tripoli.
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All the missionaries here are in good

health. Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Dodds have

been here all summer, but they and the

baby seem quite well, and as for Dr.

Balph, he seems to take no rest at all. His

patience and tact with these people are

remarkable.

Last week I went out to Caleria, a vil-

lage some five hours from Latakia. The

teacher is one that we used to have in

Suadia, and he invited me out to make

them a visit. It was a fine opportunity for

me, and so on Saturday we started. I

was the first foreign woman that had ever

gone to this particular village, and as soon

as we entered we were followed as if a

circus had come to town. By the time we

reached the teacher’s house there was a

wonderful crowd. They had fixed up the

little porch before the door with a mat and

pillows, and it was beautifully clean. The

crowd was so great that those behind were

pushing those in front until there was

hardly breathing space. I told them that

I was glad to see them all, and that as I

was going to stay a few days, we would

have plenty of time to get acquainted,

which seemed to please them. I then

asked the children their names, and the

mothers how many children they had.

After a little the head man of the village

sent his compliments and invited us to

come to the roof of his house, which was

nice and cool. We had a pleasant visit

with him and his wife, or, rather, one of

his wives, as he had three. This one was

the latest addition, and consequently the

most favored. She is a very beautiful

woman. They invited us to stay for sup-

per with them, but we declined, as the

teacher’s wife had already prepared sup-

per for us. It was on the house top, and

everything was so clean and nice that it

was a pleasure to sit down with them.

After supper the neighbors gathered about

us, and we conducted religious exercises,

taking the Sabbath school lesson in Gen. 8

for the basis of our talk. Then we had

worship, the teacher’s family all taking

their part.

Sabbath morning we went to Bahamra,

where we met with a cordial reception

from Teacher Yacob. There were over

sixty at the morning service. Many of

the children had been in the Latakia

school, and the order was as perfect as it

is in town. It surprised me very much,

and I said so. The teacher replied, “We
expect order and good conduct from chil-

dren who have been to school.” The sing-

ing was excellent and hearty, and M.
Yacob gave a really good address from

the parable of the unfruitful fig tree. I

was much pleased to see a daughter of the

late M. Daoud at the meeting. She invited

me to go and see her the next day, which

I did. Poor thing! she has had a great

deal of sorrow. She lost all her family,

three nice children, within a few weeks.

It is a sore trouble to her. She asked if

I thought that God meant it as a punish-

ment to her for sin. I replied that God
corrected his children in great love and

mercy, and that His chastisements were

sent to make us cleave to Him, but that, if

we hardened our hearts as Pharaoh, we

should certainly be destroyed. A father

corrects his child because he loves it. He
lets his neighbor’s child alone. The other

sister, Raheel, is last drawing near to

death. She has been in bed for a month

and suffers great pain. I never saw more

love and kindness anywhere—no, not even

at home—than they all show to her. Her
husband dresses her back every morning

and in the cool of evening they carry

her out of doors, so that she can get the

cool air. She said her mother-in-law was

kinder and more thoughtful than her own

mother. She has one little baby about a

year old, and the sister is a mother to it.

We had some talk with the women before
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coming away. I spoke to Daoud’s boys

and told them that we all hoped they

would attend the meetings and try and

do as their father would wish them to do

were he alive.

I wish I could tell you how nice M.
Hanna had the room fixed for me. It was

made by themselves of lath and plaster.

He nailed on the laths, and the wife had

it all plastered, both inside and out, with

white clay. It was most clean and com-

fortable. I did not see a flea the whole

time, and I was only sorry that it was

not in my power to make them a longer

stay. They were anxious that I should

promise to visit them next year. There is

a great field for work amongst them. It

seems so strange to us that the Lord

should permit our schools to be taken out

of these mountains. The people are much
more intelligent than in Suadia. One

man said to me, “Where is heaven?” I

replied, “Wherever God is, there is purity,

and that is heaven.” He asked, “Where

is hell?” I replied, “It is a place of tor-

ment, where the soul is separated from

God.” He said, “Is that what you mean
by the death of the soul?” I answered,

“Yes, the soul that lives in sin is far from

God, the source of life, and is dead; re-

peating Eph. 1-2.”

We came home on Tuesday after a very

pleasant and profitable visit—profitable

to me personally, and I would fain hope

to those I was allowed to speak to. It is

something to thank God for that He has

given us such abundant opportunity for

sowing. The reaping time is in His hand

who has promised that His word shall not

return to Him void.

Under date of Sept. 24, Eev. C. A.

Dodds writes a letter from which the fol-

lowing items are taken

;

The fall work has begun. The boys’

school opened a week ago, with Miss Ed-

gar in charge, and the hospital resumed

operations about the same time. Miss

Wylie, owing to a dearth of teachers, has

not yet been able to take up school work,

but proposes to open Tuesday, Oct. 1. The

ladies in charge of the schools say that the

number of applicants for admission is un-

usually large this year.

We expected Mr. Stewart down about

two weeks ago, but a trip made by him to

Inkzik and Gunamia, however much good

it may have effected, resulted for him in

a pair of very sore eyes. At last accounts

they were improving, and we are looking

for him this week.

We had a fine, heavy rain last night

(Sept. 25)—the first of the season.

Suadia, Syria.

—

Old and young will

enjoy the following letter and picture from

Mrs. Myrta May Dodds, dated at Kessab,

Sept. 7, and will unite with Olive Trees

in asking for more favors of the same

kind

:

We missionaries are having much enjoy-

ment from the pictures I take from time

to time, and if I knew that you could make

use of them without too much extra ex-

pense to your magazine, I would send you

quite a number.

Missionaries’ children miss so many of

the advantages and pleasures of life in

our home land that we try to make up

for the loss in other ways. It is impos-

sible for parents at home to realize what a

sorrow it is to parents in the foreign mis-

sion field to see their little ones so quickly

growing up, missing the discipline of our

excellent schools at home, the moulding

influence of loving, congenial companions

their own age and innumerable other

blessings of a Christian community, or

leaving their parents and separated from

them thousands of miles, in order to have

school privileges.

The occasion of this picture was the
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celebration of Willie Dodds’ eighth birth-

day. After a picnic dinner under a myrtle

booth the children had made for the pur-

pose, they were all ready for a ride. On

the big, white donkey in front are Daisy,

Melville and Janie Christie. Their

father is a Scotch Presbyterian mission-

ary in Aleppo. The donkey is about

eighteen years old, and has belonged to

Miss Wylie many years. She has ridden

it hundreds of times from house to house

missionary in years to come than their con-

secrated fathers are to-day.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—A letter from

M iss Lizzie ^IcAaughton, dated Sept. 10,

reports her return from Cyprus, where she

had been spending the holidays with her

sister, Mrs. W. M. Moore, the previous

Thursday. “I had the pleasure,” she

writes, “of having Miss Wylie for a travel-

ing companion from Larnaca, and we en-

in Latakia and given the message of

eternal life to the inmates.

On the little black donkey are Robert,

Elizabeth and Charles Stewart. On the

gray donkey are Walter, Willie and Tor-

rence Dodds. A happy, merry nine !

Without an effort these little ones ac-

quire the native language to perfection,

and, although they lose many things in

life by being here, we hope and pray that

this perfect acquisition of a foreign lan-

guage may make them each a more efficient

joyed being together, as we had not met

for four years. * * * The prospects

are for very full schools this winter.”

In a private letter to Mrs. Sommerville,

written about the same date, Miss Evadna

M. Sterrett refers to the many deaths in

the congregation, recorded in the last num-

ber of Olive Trees. Speaking of Wan-
nis, their doorkeeper, she says: “His death

has left a deep impression upon us all, and

I cannot tell you how much we miss him.

He was kind, courteous and most obliging,
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and led a consistent Christian life. Al-

though he was ‘careful about many things/

he had also ‘chosen the better part.’ Even

within less than an hour of his death he

asked who would sweep and dust the

church for the service on the following

day (Sabbath). He also told M. Jebra

that he owed five cents on my account for

milk, and he described the man who sold

it, so that there would be no mistake.

* * * Many such details he talked

about, but he said he had no fear of death,

because he had trusted all to our Saviour.

He suffered so much the night before that

he dreaded the coming one; but he was

spared the pain, and passed quietly away

at seven that evening. He was buried the

next morning as early as preparations

could be made, and, notwithstanding the

short notice, there were many at the

funeral who were sincere mourners.”

Cypbus.—In a letter dated Sept. 26, Dr.

W. M. Moore speaks of the school that was

opened about a year ago as having

eighteen boys in attendance, half of them

Moslems, and all over fourteen years old.

This school has paid all expenses, except

the salary of a native minister, which is

met by the Board, as he is expected to

preach whenever he can get a Greek audi-

ence and do other evangelistic work.

“Last Sabbath evening,” Dr. Moore

writes, “I attended a most interest-

ing prayer meeting at the home of Mr.

Easson. As far as I can see, this prayer

meeting of about thirty boys is the direct

results of friendships that Mr. Easson

made through the school.”

China.

—

Our missionaries, Rev. A. I.

Robb and family, with Miss Jennie Tor-

rence and Dr. J. Maude George, who left

San Francisco, Sept. 12, met with favor-

ing providences on their outward journey

to China. Letters were received from

Honolulu announcing their arrival at that

port on the 18th, after an exceptionally

pleasant voyage, and all in fair health.

The following clippings indicate the

progress of affairs in China, and are well

fitted to encourage all who have mission-

ary interests in that great empire

:

It becomes more and more evident that
'

the students who are being educated in

schools where “Western learning” supple-

ments the Chinese classics are coming to

the front in the reform movement. They
are to be leaders in the Hew China, and

nothing can stop this movement which

is rolling on with increasing momentum.
The proposal of the Governor to open

a new college at Chinanfu, in which West-

ern learning is to have a prominent place,

and the fact that he has invited Dr. Wat-

son M. Hayes to go as his guest to Chi-

nanfu to assist in this undertaking, is a

fruitful topic of conversation among the

people, and is helping to turn the tide

rapidly in favor of foreign influence. We
cannot be too thankful for this wise and

efficient Governor during the past year.

—

Chinese Recorder.

A missionary writes from Chefoo, Shan-

tung, as follows

:

I have lately returned from a journey

of thirty-six days, visiting churches and

stations in the east end of the province.

In every place I found the people friendly

and more willing to listen attentively than

in former years. The preachers are en-

couraged and hopeful. The conviction is

taking hold of the people that no power

can drive off foreigners, nor banish Chris-

tianity. I received fifty into the Church

on profession of faith and enrolled many
inquirers .—Baptist Missionary Magazine.

Mr. Liddell has been out on a fort-

night’s tour to the Ts’ang Chow and Yen
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San district. He was everywhere treated

with the greatest respect and considera-

tion, both by the officials and the people

generally. “At Ts’ang Chow,” he writes

(June 22), “I found that the official had

already settled all the claims of the Chris-

tians, and will shortly pay all mission

claims also. Of our mission premises

nothing but ruins remain. Thousands of

bricks are lying about, and will doubtless

be available for rebuilding. * * * At

Yen San also the mission premises are

totally destroyed. But the magistrate has

given us a chapel and a number of houses,

so that we have a good place in which to

begin operations again. All our claims

will be paid in less than a year. * * *

The country, on the whole, is very quiet,

but one has to be careful in traveling, as

bands of robbers are still roaming about.

However, General Mei’s troops are being

scattered over the country, and the rob-

bers will soon disappear. I feel grateful

to God for all the testimony given by our

converts concerning God’s care for them

and His power to keep them from falling.

To those who remain Jesus is a brighter

reality, and God is more to them than ever

He was before. I was also much struck

with the distinction the officials make be-

tween Catholics and Protestants. The

Catholics seem to be held in utter con-

tempt, whilst the Protestants are at least

credited with being just.”—London

Chronicle.

I have recently spent a part of three

days in Canton, and last Sabbath was held

the first communion of the year, when
there were seventy persons present, a num-

ber which has not been equaled for nearly

ten months, or ever since the crisis of last

year in the north. This goes to show that

the Chinese are beginning to return to

their former accustomed places in the

churches, and that the work is taking on

a new aspect, which foretokens progress in

the future. Two adults and a child were

baptized, and the former seemed to be well

grounded in the faith, and I trust that

they will prove good and zealous members

of the Church. Mission work has been re-

sumed everywhere, and all the schools and

chapels are in full operation.

—

Dr. Hayes

in Missionary Herald.

Hew Hebrides.—In a private letter,

dated Australia, Aug. 28, 1901, Dr. John

G. Paton writes that “last letters from the

mission in the New Hebrides were very

encouraging, but reported nothing re-

markable except the tyrannical abuse and

cruel oppression of the natives by the

French traders now living on the islands,

in burning villages and schools, striking

them and driving them by revolver and

rifle from their lands without any legal

claim to them, as they plead for French

annexation of the group and act as if the

natives were only their slaves. The natives

petition for British annexation and pro-

tection, and Australia pleads for British

annexation, but as yet in vain, for, while

France is doing all possible to occupy and

prepare the way for annexing the New
Hebrides, Britain seems to sleep or look on

with indifference, though her leading

statesmen assure us that France will not

be allowed to annex the islands. The

French now claim far more land on the

group than all it possesses, and British

and other settlers have purchased con-

siderable portions that they use as planta-

tions. We fear great complications and

troubles are not far ahead on the New
Hebrides. 0 that our God may avert the

destruction of the natives and of His work

among them by the French ! We are try-

ing in prayer to leave all with our Lord

Jesus Christ and await His will in re-

sults.”

Speaking of himself and his special
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work, Dr. Paton says: “On the voyage

out, and especially during the oppressive

heat in the Red Sea, the giddiness and

pain in my head increased, and I became

worse after landing. I have been con-

fined almost entirely to the house ever

since, unable for any work. Owing to loss

of memory, I have much difficulty even in

writing, yet I have been able to revise and

write out for the press 154 hymns and

Psalms in the Anewan language, and a

child’s catechism, and I am now about a

third through revising and writing out

the Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, as

translated on the return voyage from

Britain. I feel considerably better and

hope soon to be well again and able for my
usual work.”

One would suppose that this was work

enough for a man in vigorous health, but

the devoted missionary feels that it is

nothing, and wants something more to do.

At the close of an outline report, pub-

lished in the Messenger of the Presby-

terian Churches of Victoria and Tas-

mania, he makes the following request:

“If the committee and assembly will al-

low me, for a rest in change of work, if

health permits, we wish, by the next op-

portunity, to return to the islands for a

time, where we are much needed, to teach

and influence some eighty boys and girls

where they most require it, on Anewa.”

During a tour of twenty-three months

in America and Britain, Dr. Paton

“traveled, pleading the cause of the New
Hebrides Mission, 44,000 miles on rail-

ways and steamboats, without taking into

account walking. tram-riding and other

methods of progression. He addressed

820 meetings—that is one or more a day

and three to five on each Sabbath, except

when at sea.” In that time he received in

collections and personal offerings £13,000,

of which friends in America contributed

£5,686 ($28,430).. To this sum must now

be added £10 from Master Buchanan,

Pittsburgh, Pa.
;
£5 from Avalon, Pa.

;

£5.2 from Germantown, Pa.; £1.12.10

from Brooklyn, N. Y.
;
£21.11.10 from

other friends in the United States, through

Olive Trees, and £4 from Naples, Italy.

These small amounts have reached Aus-

tralia; £3.1.7 ($15) are on the way, and

Olive Trees has still $60 in hand, re-

ceived only a few days ago.

India.—In 1871 the number of native

Christians returned in the first general

census of India was 1,270,000. In 1891

they had risen to a little over two millions.

In twenty years the native Christians had

increased by nearly 60 per cent., while the

general population had increased by near-

ly 20 per cent.

Of these, by far the larger proportion

belong to the Roman Catholic and Syrian

forms of Christianity, and are mainly the

result of conversions made in earlier

times. The Roman Catholics amount to

1.250.000, and the Syrians of the Mala-

bar coast to 200,000.

This leaves us with about 560,000

Protestant native Christians, and the

progress which lias been made by Protest-

ant missions may be judged by the follow-

ing statistics: The number of Protestant

native converts was in 1851, 91,000; in

1871, 224,000; in 1881, 417,000; in 1891,

559.000, an increase of 335,000.

In other words, while the general popu-

lation has grown by 20 per cent., and the

number of Christians of all denomina-

tions hy 60 per cent., the increase in the

ranks of Protestant Christians has been

145 per cent.—Evangelist.

Africa.—In writing of her voyage

across the Atlantic in August, Miss Mat-

tie R. Wylie informs us that she became

acquainted with three women mission-

aries who were on the way to Liberia. The
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scene of their labors is sixty miles from

Cape Palmas, and can only be reached on

foot for half the distance, and the rest of

the way by canoe. There they have a farm

and are trying to teach the natives to

work. The Mission was founded by Bishop

Taylor, who expected that the farm would

meet the expenses of the school, but they

are not able to buy the implements neces-

sary to make the enterprise a real success.

These devoted women are hoping for a

man and his wife to take charge of the

farm, that they may be free to give them-

selves wholly to evangelistic work. They

have thirty-five pupils in their school, and

have reason to believe that they have all

accepted Christ.

The three missions of the American

Board in Africa have altogether a

total of 64 missionaries, 24 of whom arc

men. From the 16 stations which are oc-

cupied by these missionaries influences are

going forth to a wide region in the south-

ern part of the continent. There are 431

native laborers engaged in Christian work,

and the 27 churches have a membership of

3,378 .—Mission Almanac for 1901.

The special commissioner of Great

Britain in Uganda informs his Govern-

ment that “the difference between the

Uganda of 1900 and the blood-stained,

harassed and barbarous days of Mtesa

and his son Mwanga, is really extraordi-

nary.” The larger share of credit for this

transformation is due, he says, to the

teaching of the missionaries. He refers

to the remarkable fact that among the

people, who a quarter of a century ago

had no written language, the men and

boys, and even the women, can read and

write, and that several of the native chiefs

use typewriters, so that all the communi-

cations which come to him, as commis-

sioner, either in the Swahili, or the lan-

guage of Uganda, are neatly typewritten

by a chief or his native secretary.

Belfast, Ireland.

—

It gives us great

pleasure to reprint from The Witness of

Sept. 6, 1901, an item that will be read

with special interest in all our congrega-

tions :

At an adjourned meeting of the Synod

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

held on the evening of the 3d inst., in the

Trinity Street Reformed Presbyterian

Church, Belfast, the Rev. John Lvnd,

D.D., minister of the Dublin Road

Church, Belfast, was chosen to the profes-

sorship of Hebrew and Biblical Criticism

in the Theological Hall. Professor Lynd

received his collegiate training at Magee

College, Derry, where he had a dis-

tinguished course. He obtained the Iron-

mongers’ Scholarship, and also gained in

mental and moral science the only gold

medal that the Faculty ever gave. Shortly

after completing his theological course

Mr. Lynd went to America, where he had

a successful pastorate, and was called to

act as a Professor of Greek in Geneva Col-

lege, U. S. A. He returned to Ireland

about sixteen years ago, accepting a call

to the Ballylaggan Congregation, over

which he ministered with great acceptance

for several years. On the formation of

the Dublin Road Congregation in Belfast

twelve years ago, Mr. Lynd received a

unanimous call to be the pastor, which he

accepted. Since that time Belfast has

been the scene of his labors, and the thriv-

ing congregation which meets in the Dub-
lin Road is a living witness to his success.

Three years ago the degree of D.D. was

conferred upon him by the trustees of

Geneva College, and his congregation took

advantage of the occasion to present Dr.

and Mrs. Lynd with substantial marks of

their appreciation. Besides diligently at-

tending to the work of his own congrega-
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tion, Dr. Lynd has taken a leading part

in Presbytery and Synod, and has for a

number of years been convener of the Con-

gregational Aid Scheme. He also takes a

practical and active interest in temper-

ance, Sabbath observance, missions and

other benevolent enterprises outside his

own church. That he is a diligent stu-

dent is evidenced by the thoughtful, prac-

tical and stimulating discourses to which

his congregation is treated Sabbath after

Sabbath. Not only the members of his

congregation, but the Reformed Presby-

terian Church at large will rejoice at the

honor now conferred on Dr. Lynd, whose

experience, earnestness, scholarship, teach-

ing ability and character mark him as

eminently qualified for the position of pro-

fessor.

AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.—Items from the Sep-

tember meeting of Central Board:

Financial Statement.

Overdrawn Overdrawn
Augl. Receipts. Expenditure. Sept. 1.

Domestic Mission $1,513.49 $28.32 — *1,485.17

Southern Mission 394.54 258.51 $151.66 217.69

Indian Mission 531.38 338.65 1,268.33 461.01

Jewish Mission 20.60

On hand,
Aug. 1.

105.44 100.00 15.06

On hand,
Sept. 1.

Chinese Home Mission 107.35 — 59.70 47.65

Snstentation Fund 334 84 8.00 — 342.84

From the above statement it will be

seen that the funds of all the missions

under the care of the Central Board, with

the exception of the Chinese, are over-

drawn, while there is not enough in the

Chinese to meet the next month’s ex-

penses. The Domestic Mission Fund has

a deficit of $1,485.17. The last quarter’s

salaries for the year 1900-1901 have not

been paid. A second quarter’s salary of

the present year will be due in October,

and there is nothing in the treasury with

which to pay it. The expenses of the In-

dian Mission will be considerably increased

this year. There must be a liberal re-

sponse to the Church’s appeal for funds

or her work will be severely crippled, if

not, in some departments, imperilled.

Domestic .—On account of the change

in the plans of Mr. Clarke, he will re-

main in Chicago till next Synod. The
work under his direction has been success-

ful. His experience during his seminary

course in Compromise Street Mission

proved of value to him in his new field

of labor. Mr. Clarke has much of the

mission spirit, and, if his health continues

good, will meet with success where he may
be placed.

Southern .—The schools will open about

Oct. 1. Mr. Reed and the teachers are now
on their way to Selma. Miss Brown, from

New Alexandria congregation, has ac-

cepted the position made vacant by the

resignation of Miss Beattie.

Indian.—Mr. Carithers, whose health

has much improved, expects to reach the

Mission about Oct. 1. Mr. Stevenson con-

tinues in charge. The expenses of the

Mission will be increased this year, as the

Government has withdrawn all aid from

the schools. This, in the form of rations,

was quite an item. In addition, the build-

ing first erected needs a new roof, and

there may be other repairs to be made.

The hospital will be finished free from

debt. Already thirty children have ap-

plied for admission to the school. There

will be others.

Chinese .-—The average attendance last

month was 13 3-10, enrollment 19, whole

attendance 348. There were 26 sessions.

Mr. Johnston’s address is now 320 Four-

teenth Street, Oakland, Cal.

The teachers and scholars were much

cheered by the visit from the missionaries

on their way to China. Mr. Robb ad-

dressed the school in Chinese, to the great

delight of the boys.

Items from the October meeting :



News of the Churches. 339

Financial Statement.

Overdraft Expendi- Overdraft
Sept 1, 19U1. Receipts. ture- Oct 1,1901.

Domestic Mission §1,485.1? $101.01 $1,384.16
Southern Mission 217.69 128.97 $151.66 240.38

Indian Mission 454.06 525.48 208.33 136.91
On hand
Oct. 1, 1901

Jewish Mission 15.06 236.89 50.00 171.83

Balance Overdraft
Sept, l, l9ul Oct. 1, 1901

Chinese Home Mission 10.00 47.65 60.00 2 35

On hand
Oct. 1, 19ol

Sustentation Fund 342.84 12.07 — 354.91

Unless the Church intends to abandon

some of its mission work or greatly curtail

its operations, there must be a more lib-

eral support of its schemes. With the ex-

ception of the Jewish Mission, a deficit is

reported in each of the other funds. The

collections have been taken up already for

the Indian, Jewish and Domestic Missions.

Something ought to be done, and soon, to

secure more liberal collections. Special

attention is called to the condition of the

Domestic Mission Fund. The deficit Oct.

1 was $1,384.16. Only one-fourth of

Synod’s appropriation for this year has

been paid, while one-fourth of last year’s

appropriation remains unpaid. At the

meeting of the Board Oct. 16, twenty-five

per cent, additional of this year’s appro-

priation was ordered to be sent to the

treasurers of those Presbyteries fromwhich

reports had been received—i. e., New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, Pittsburgh,

Lakes, Iowa and Kansas. The report

of Vermont Presbytery was received the

day after the meeting. In accordance with

the action of Synod (minutes, p. 55), “No
appropriation for aid will be furnished ”

to the other Presbyteries “until the next

distribution is made.”

Southern Mission .—The school opened

on Monday, Sept. 30, with an attendance

of 250. At the close of the second week
the enrollment was 434. The prospect now
is for a large school. Rooms 1 and 2 will

need assistant teachers before the year is

up.

There is need for more commodious ac-

commodations for the superintendent and

teachers. Last year five teachers slept in

one room 14 x 14. This year a bed had

been put in the parlor. M r. Reed, wdfe

and two children sleep in one room 10 x

14. It is probable that a building on the

ground can be converted at small cost into

a comfortable dwelling house. As enough

money has been subscribed for putting

down an artesian well, work on it will likely

soon be commenced. When completed it

is hoped there will be a strong and

steady flow of good water—something

much needed on the Mission premises.

Mr. Reed visited Valley Camp, where he

found about twenty-five children who can-

not go to school at all this year, unless one

is established by us. The discontinuance

of the school was caused by the death of

Mr. Phillips. As we have a suitable build-

ing there and the need is pressing, it was

decided to open the school again. Miss

Hattie Foster will be in charge. The
scholars are to pay 20 cents a month tui-

tion and provide their own books.

Indian Mission.—Mr. and Mrs. Carith-

ers had not arrived at the Mission on the

3d of October. Forty-seven children are

enrolled. Mr. McAnlis and daughter

have arrived and commenced work.

Everything about the Mission is encourag-

ing.

Chinese Home Mission .—The number
of sessions taught during the month of

September were 24, total number of

scholars enrolled 17, sessions of attendance

267, average attendance 115. A number
of the scholars work so far from the Mis-

sion that they cannot attend now. As
the fruit harvest will soon be past, they

will then return to the city and can attend

the school regularly. “Bible study is part

of our every-day work. Prayer meetings,

Sabbath school and Sabbath services are

all regularly attended.”

Mr. Johnston celebrated his eighty-first
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birthday at the Mission on Tuesday even-

ing. Oct. 8. Rev. Paul Stewart, of the

U. P. Church, and several of the scholars

made addresses. Tokens of good will were

given by the latter to Mr. Johnston. At

the conclusion of the entertainment re-

freshments were served.

J. W. Sproull.

Denison, Kan.

—

Rev. A. I. Robb and

wife, their three children, and Miss Jen-

nie Torrence, left us Sept. 3, starting on

their journey to China. The congrega-

tion and other friends gathered at our

church Friday, Aug. 30, to spend the day

in fellowship with them and to bid them

farewell. Tables were set outside the

church on the lawn and were loaded with

the bounteous gifts of the Lord. The per-

sons who think that we are near the starva-

tion point in this section should have seen

those tables. Think of eating eighteen

gallons of ice cream ! What a pleasure

that was to old and young ! There was

far more than abundance for all, though

the tables were filled time after time with

hungry guests.

When all were satisfied, we gathered in

the church, where Rev. Ferguson, of the

United Presbyterian Church
;

Mr. Mc-

Reynolds, of the Christian Church; our

own pastor, and others addressed us.

Rev. and Mrs. Robb and Miss Torrence

spoke feelingly of their work, and of the

assurance they felt of the Lord’s care and

of His presence to aid them in their work.

We were sad as we thought that they were

going far from us, but we rejoiced that

their lives were devoted to saving the

perishing in the distant land of China.

The benediction of God be upon them, by

land and by sea, and may they be blessed

with a great harvest of souls.

Rev. J. W. Dill assisted at our com-

munion, and we were blessed by the words

which the Lord gave him to speak to us.

Three of the young people united by pro-

fession of faith, and we rejoice in this in-

gathering. The Lord favored us with

many tokens of love. We missed Elder

Wright, who had served at the Lord’s

table since the organization of the con-

gregation, but he is serving in the Church

triumphant, and we shall meet again.

Elder Wilson was able to be with us,

though feeble with age; also Mrs. Law,

eighty-nine years of age, and Mrs. Hevin,

eighty-seven, were permitted to enjoy the

feast with us. Mr. Torrence is much bet-

ter, and was able to be out all the days of

the communion. The Lord is now sending

us most beautiful rains.

Fremont, Ind.

—

Under the leadership

of Rev. C. McLeod Smith, minister of

the Reformed Presbyterian Congregation

at Ray, Ind., a very successful local Na-

tional Reform Convention was held in the

M. E. Church, Fremont, Sept. 2 and 3.

There were interesting and conclusive

papers and discussions on such timely

topics as our public schools, temperance,

the home and the Sabbath. According to

the Freviont Eagle the “speakers handled

their subjects in a manner that reflected

honor on themselves and did good to the

cause.” At the close of its session the

convention unanimously adopted state-

ments and resolutions in which were a

full recognition of the supremacy of Jesus

Christ in human affairs and a determina-

tion to exalt Him in every relationship.

New York.—Dr. Foster reports the

Third Church as having “passed through

a pleasant and profitable communion at

the usual season this fall. The Rev. J. B.

Gilmore assisted and rendered very ac-

ceptable and comforting service, preach-

ing with great acceptance the gospel of

Christ. Four names were added to the

roll, all on confession.
”
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The Second Church observed the Lord’s

Supper on the third Sabbath of October.

The assistant was Rev. R. H. Martin, of

College Hill, Beaver Falls, whose dis-

courses were appropriate, impressive and

full of precious truth, attractively pre-

sented. The sermon Thursday morning

was preached by Rev. S. H. Kennedy, mis-

sionary of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church in Ireland to Antioch, Syria, who

was passing through the city, with Mrs.

Kennedy (formerly Miss Jennie Dodds)

on the way to visit friends in Kansas.

There was no accession to the member-

ship of the congregation, and many have

been taken away by death since the spring

communion. Brief notices of those whose

removal has not been already reported will

appear in the next number of Olive

Trees.

Oakland, Cal.

—

Rev. N. R. Johnston

has kindly sent us the following clipping

from a local paper:

Last evening a reception was tendered

at the Reformed Presbyterian Chinese

Mission at 307 Eighth Street to Mr. and

Mrs. A. I. Robb, Miss Jennie E. Torrence,

and Dr. J. Maude George, who wall sail

to-day (Sept. 12, 1901) on the steamer
‘ ‘China” for Hong Kong, from whence the}'

will journey three hundred miles up the

Western River to Tak Iling Chau, and

there locate as missionaries. The recep-

tion was more particularly a farewell

blessing to the brave people who are devot-

ing their lives to the saving of heathen.

Mr. Robb has been a missionary to

China before, but was driven out of the

land during the Boxer insurrection. He
expresses great hope for the future of the

Christianizing of China.

“I go,” he said last evening, “with my
wife and three children, the eldest of

whom is four years old. The first time

that I was there my term was shortened

by the great rebellion, but that will not

deter me from taking up the work once

more. Now that the commercialism of

the outside nations is to force itself into

the kingdom, the work of the missionaries

will be far less difficult than it has been

in the years past, when a few Christians

were the only white people in the interior

of the great land. I expect to be gone for

ten years.”

All who have ever made a sea voyage

know right well what it means to enter

an ocean steamer—what fears are enter-

tained that are never realized
;
or, per-

haps, hopes ofgood that are never granted.

In like manner it was pleasant to part

with the band of missionaries, all conse-

crated to the work of the Master whom
they love so well, and whose work they ex-

pect to do so joyously for the Master’s

sake, and for the sake of souls now perish-

ing in the darkness of idolatry. Let it not

be supposed that the outgoing mission-

aries were reluctant to depart and leave

friends and kindred behind. Kay, rather

were they like the great apostle of the

Gentiles whose friends tried to dissuade

him from going up to Jerusalem lest they

might never see him again, to whom he

replied: “What mean ye to weep and to

break my heart, for I am ready not to be

bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem

for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

On the evening before the departure of

the missionaries, our mission gave to the

outgoing band a grand farewell reception.

Besides our family and those who were

about to sail, there were numerous invited

friends. Rarely ever did we enjoy a more

pleasant and profitable reception of any

kind. Addresses in both languages, music

in both, and farewell prayers were fol-

lowed by light refreshments, such as only

Chinese can get up. * * *

On Thursday at 1 o’clock the good ship
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“China,” the largest of all the Pacific

steamers, sailed out through Golden Gate,

bearing three hundred returning Chinese

and a large number of missionaries, in-

cluding our own, away off to the land of

Sinim. As the steamer pushed away from

the “China Dock” amid the waving of

hundreds of handkerchiefs, and not a few

in tears, some on the vessel and some on

the dock, we who stood on the dock could

only commend our beloved and departing

friends to the favor and blessing of Him
who said, “Lo ! I am with you even unto

the end of the ages.”

N. R. J.

Pittsburgh, Pa.

—

Arrangements are

being made by the National Reform As-

sociation to hold a National Conference on

the Christian principles of civil govern-

ment in Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov. 19-21. The

Field Secretary says in a private letter:

“We are aiming to make this convention

larger, wider-reaching and more telling

than any we have held yet. There has

been a steady growth of interest for a

number of annual meetings, and we great-

ly desire that the crushing Providences

upon the country may give this meeting a

deeper impulse still. Our first announce-

ments are seeming to meet with vigorous

response.”

Wyman, Ia.

—

The Secretary and

Treasurer of L. M. Society, of Rehoboth

R. P. Congregation, make the following

reports for the year ending September,

1901:

Enrollment 16

Decrease 1

Average attendance 9

Paid out

:

To Foreign Mission $25 00

To Mission Work in Chicago. ... 14 00

To Southern Mission 23 50

To Foreign Chinese Mission. ... 16 25

To Domestic Mission 17 60

To Presbyterial Fund 14 25

To miscellaneous 1 61

$112 21

Sometimes, in passing through a crowd, we see a face that attracts us by its sweet-

ness of expression. Perhaps it is an old face, crowned with a glory of hoary hairs:

yet love, joy, and peace shine out of every dot and wrinkle in it. Sometimes it is a

young face, that beams with health and purity and beauty.

But whether old or young, when we see that unmistakable soul light in a face, we

know that the heart behind it is pure, the life good, and that the body thus illumi-

nated is the temple of the Holy Spirit. To keep the mind occupied with good, pure,

useful, beautiful, and divine thoughts precludes the possibility of thinking about and

thus being tempted by things sinful, low or gross.

It is because Paul knew this that he says so earnestly :
“ Finally, brethren,

whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are

just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are of good report, think on

these things.”

In the well-formed habit of thinking pure thoughts lies the secret of being pure

in heart; and in the daily and nightly meditation in the law of the Lord is a safe-

guard against many of the sins which defile the carnal heart and debase and blacken

the countenance—Scottish Reformer.

Stories first heard at a mother’s knee are never wholly forgotten; a little spring

that never dries up in our journey through scorching years.
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THE BEST COMMEMORATION.

We have been urgently solic-

ited by Belgium to ratify the

International Convention of

June, 1899, amendatory of

the previous Convention of

1890 in relation to the regula-

ij tion of the liquor trade in Africa.

Compliance was necessarily with-

held, in the absence of the ad-

vice and consent of the Senate

thereto. The principle involved

has the cordial sympathy of this

t Government, which in the re-

visionary negotiations advocated

more drastic measures, and I

would gladly see its extension,

by international agreement, to

'! the restriction of the liquor i
;

traffic with all uncivilized peo-

ples, especially in the Western

Pacific.—From message of

President William McKinley,

Dec. 3, 1900.—

—

We urgently call the attention of the

new President and of all Senators and

Congressmen to this lofty utterance which

went beyond the “protection” and “expan-

sion” of American commerce, and advo-

cated a world-wide application of Chris-

tian principles to all the child races of the

world. The last session of Congress took

two great steps in the fulfillment of this

recommendation

:

The Senate ratified the treaty of 1899,

which aims at complete prohibition of

spirituous liquors for all the native races

of Africa not previously so protected, and

also passed a resolution in favor of such

further treaties and laws as will protect

all uncivilized races not alone against

spirituous liquors, but against all intoxi-

cants and opium. The Senate Committee

on Foreign Affairs also reported favorably

what is known as Dr. John G. Paton’s bill

—a bill drawn by The Reform Bureau and

introduced in the two Houses by Congress-

man F. H. Gillett and Senator H. C.

Lodge, respectively. The President and

Secretary of State and the House Com-

mittee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic also

indorsed this bill, and it received a ma-

jority vote in the House on the last day

of the 56th Congress. It can, there-

fore, be pressed with assurance that it will

succeed this time if only the friends of

missions and temperance and a world-wide

humanitarianism will bring it to the at-

tention of Senators and Congressmen at

once as a bill whose passage at the very

opening of Congress would be a fitting

commemoration of our late President.

At the same time, as a restraint of an-

archy, let appeal be made for the imme-

diate enactment of the strongest immigra-

tion restriction bill that has ever been

passed by either House of Congress.

Wilbur F. Crafts,

Superintendent of The Reform Bureau,

Washington, D. C.

In connection with this admirable sug-

gestion of Dr. Crafts, read the Gillett-

Lodge Bill, as reported in House and Sen-

ate, 56th Congress

:

“Any person subject to the authority of

the United States who shall give, sell or

otherwise supply, any arms, ammunition,

explosive substance, intoxicating liquor, or

opium to any aboriginal native in any of

the Pacific Islands, lying within twenty

degrees north latitude and forty degrees
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south latitude, and the 120th meridian of

longitude west and the 120th meridian of

longitude east of Greenwich, not being in

the possession or under the protection of

any civilized Power, shall be punishable

by imprisonment not exceeding three

months, with or without hard labor, or by

a fine not exceeding $50, or by both. And
in addition to such punishment all articles

of a similar nature to those in respect to

which an offense has been committed

found in the possession of the offender

may be declared forfeited.

“Sec. 2. If it shall appear to the court

that such opium, wine or spirits have been

given bona fide for medical purposes it

shall be lawful for the court to dismiss

the charge.

“Sec. 3. All offenses against this act

committed on any of said islands or on

the waters, rocks or keys adjacent thereto

shall be deemed committed on the high

seas on board a merchant ship or vessel

belonging to the United States, and the

courts of the United States shall have

jurisdiction accordingly.

“Sec. 4. That this act shall take effect

three months after its passage.”

Also read the following quotation from

Miss Margaret W. Leitch’s address in the

Hearing before the House Committee on

Insular Affairs, 56th Congress, 2d Ses-

sion :

“Great Britain, the greatest colonizing

Power in the world, has been for many
years successfully enforcing the policy of

prohibition for the natives in the Pacific

islands under her rule or protectorate.
* * *

“Hot only in the Pacific islands, but in

Africa, Great Britain has taken a great

stride forward in the matter of protecting

native races. The sale to natives of fire-

arms and intoxicants is forbidden in Brit-

ish East Africa, in Bechuanaland, in

Basutoland, in Rhodesia, in Natal, in the

Soudan, which was conquered by Kitchen-

er’s victorious army of abstainers, and in

the Niger territory, recently acquired

from the British Niger Company.

“Great Britain is pursuing this policy

of protecting native races, not only in the

interest of humanity, but in the interest of

commerce, for she has discovered the fact

that the liquor traffic destroys buying

power and the very buyers themselves.

“If Dr. Paton were here he would tell

you how great is the need for the protec-

tion of the people of the Pacific islands.

In the New Hebrides group there are

thirty islands. Twenty-two of these are

Christian islands, inhabited by 18,000 peo-

ple, who have given up heathenism and

cannibalism and are living as civilized and

Christian communities. They have homes

and schools and self-supporting churches.

Dr. Paton says of some of these islands,

there is family worship in every home and

God's blessing asked on every meal. But

there are from 40,000 to 60,000 natives

in the eight remaining islands who are

still living as savages and cannibals, and

the greatest hindrance to the progress of

civilization and Christianity among them

is the liquor traffic and the traffic in fire-

arms, carried on by American merchants

for the sake of private gain. He says it is

a horrible thing to see a savage with a gun

in one hand and a whisky bottle in the

the other, for when these natives buy the

firearms and drink the firewater sold by

oiir traders, savage warfare and bloodshed

result, and the lives of not a few native

Christians and of several missionaries

have been sacrificed.

“Dr. Paton came to this country eight

years ago and begged our Government to

restrict American traders by act of Con-

gress from selling firearms and intoxicants

to the natives in the same way that Brit-

ish traders had for many years been sue-
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cessfully restricted by act of Parliament.

Our country did not listen to his plea, and

for eight years this evil has gone on. He

came again this year, after forty-two years

of missionary labor, after having given a

daughter and two sons as missionaries, to

make a last effort for the people whom
he loves dearer than life. I am sure it is

the wish of multitudes of people all over

this country that his plea should be heard

and that the restriction he asks for should

be effected.”

Then, as Dr. Crafts suggests, send to

your representative, as a personal letter,

this petition

:

“Hon
M. C. or Senator, the undersigned (so-

ciety or citizen) requests that you will

actively advocate the early adoption of the

Gillett-Lodge bill to forbid American

liquor dealers to sell intoxicants in Pacific

islands having no civilized government, as

a fitting legislative commemoration of our

late President, who endorsed the bill
;
and

that you will also aid the enactment of the

most stringent immigration restriction bill

which has in recent years received the ap-

proval of either House of Congress, as

one step toward preventing the increase

of anarchy on our shores.”

THE BANNER CHURCH IN GIVING.

Here in Honolulu, the capital city of

the Sandwich Islands, I have found the

banner church of Christians for mission-

ary giving. Just think of finding it here

in these islands, so recently heathen, in-

stead of in New England, so long Chris-

tian !

We got here about 4 o’clock. It was

prayer-meeting night, and we thought we

would go. So away we went, two Bap-

tists and two Presbyterians. We were sur-

prised at the size of the audience, though

that can be surpassed in many places at

home. A great room, big enough for a

church—and for many a city church, too

—was filled with people, all out for a

prayer meeting.

It was an inspiring and a sympathetic

audience, as we discerned at once. We
found at the reception after the meeting,

when our handshaking with the crowd be-

gan, that the Church had a heavy infu-

sion of the descendants of the old mis-

sionaries who had evangelized Hawaii

:

the Judds, the Binghams, the Gulicks, and

others. To our surprise and delight, we

found also the daughter of that honored

and sainted missionary in Siam, Dr. Brad-

ley. She is now a mother in Israel. When
we knew her in Siam she was a child up

to her mother’s knees in height, and we

have seen her pulling herself up with her

two little hands to get her eyes high

enough to see what was on the table.

Well, here is a missionary church. They

are carrying on a mission of their own in

the Gilbert Islands
;
sending money to the

American Boards, also. Last year they

gave forty thousand dollars to carry on

their Board Mission. You see, I write out

the sum, for if I put it in figures you

might say I had got an “ought” too much.

I asked the pastor over and over, to make
sure of it. “Yes, forty thousand dollars

for this, our Hawaiian Mission.” This

year they have already sent one thousand

dollars of Uncle Sam’s yellow gold on to

Boston, and the second and third thousand

are to follow soon, and that does not in-

clude private gifts of individuals whom
the Lord has prospered. The expenses of

the Church are all paid by private sub-

scriptions and the Sabbath collections,

every red penny of them. These collec-

tions have been sometimes astonishing in

size. On one Sabbath they raised four-

teen thousand dollars
;
on another, by spe-

cial appeal, they amounted to thirty-four

thousand. Such giving as that would take

the breath of the Baptists of a whole State
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with us. Not long ago, when the old

Mother Board was in a pinch, they sent on

nine thousand dollars at a clip. A good

flock surely that can yield such a wool

clip as that. As was said of Abou Ben

Adhem, “May their tribe increase
!”

Of course such a church is prosperous

in itself. They recently put up a new

meeting house, costing, with the organ and

all, one hundred and fifty thousand dol-

lars, and dedicated it without a cent of

debt. They have it “chock full” every

Sabbath, and now they have got to en-

large it by putting in galleries to seat

about four hundred more. The pastor of

the Union Church is Rev. W. M. Kinkaid,

D.D., once connected with us Baptists. I

must not omit to mention another feat.

The pastor said the average contribution

per member, “man, woman and child,”

was over ninety dollars ! “We do you to

wit,” sisters, and brothers, too, of the

liberality of this church in a heathen

land.

—

Rev. Wm. Ashmore
,
D.D. , in The

Helping Hand.

KING EDWARD VII. AND FOREIGN
MISSIONS.

When the Prince of Wales visited In-

dia in the winter of 1875-6, he was al-

lowed to see but little of the work of the

missionaries. The chief officials in power

at that time were not favorably disposed

to missions. “The grim spectre of re-

ligious neutrality was conjured up. It

would have been a breach of neutrality if

the Prince had visited mission churches

as well as Hindu temples; it would have

been a breach of neutrality if he had

shown the same condescension to mission-

aries as to Brahmans and fakirs” (C . M.

Intelligencer, April, 1876).

But in reply to an address presented by

the Church Missionary Society, Sir W.

Knollys wrote in the Prince’s name:

“His Royal Highness * * * trusts

that no encouragement will ever be want-

ing on his part to favor the efforts of the

missionaries of the Church, who have left

their homes to teach the natives of India

The truths of Christianity and the solace

of religion.’ If so rapid a success has not

attended the labors and zeal of the laborers

in so wide a vineyard as their disinterested

efforts would seem to have merited, His

Royal Highness ventures to appeal to the

good that has been already done as an

earnest of what will follow.”

At Colombo the Prince determined to

depart from the plan that had been laid

out for him, and to cross over to Tuticorin

on purpose to see the native Christians

of Tinnevelly. Arrangements had to be

made very hurriedly, and the place

selected was for many reasons highly in-

convenient, but some eight thousand

Christians came on foot from all parts of

Tinnevelly, most of them spending the

night in the open air. An address was

presented to the Prince, stating that those

present represented 60,000 native Chris-

tians in the Tinnevelly district alone.

The Prince’s reply, composed by him-

self on the spot, and written in pencil in

his own handwriting, contained the fol-

lowing words : “It is a great satisfaction

to me to find my countrymen engaged in

offering to our Indian fellow subjects

those truths which form the foundation of

our own social and political system, and

which we ourselves esteem as our most

valued, possession
.”

There is no reason for thinking that

the King has altered his views on the sub-

ject of foreign missions. Queen Victoria

was a life governor of the Church Mis-

sionary Society, and the interest of the

Prince Consort in missionary work, espe-

cially on the African continent, is well

known. We pray that the King—whom

may God preserve and bless !—may follow

in their footsteps, and may regard the ex-
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tension of the Kingdom of God, especially

within the boundaries of the British Em-
pire, as a sacred charge laid upon him,

equally with his humblest subject, by Him
who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

—Chronicle L. M. S.

DOMESTIC SCENES IN THE SUADIA
SCHOOL.

In the Arabic Bible we begin reading

Genesis where, in English, the last chap-

finding my clever (?) cook sitting on the

floor, surrounded by our breakfast dishes

and washing the glasses in an unwashed
skillet, with, no doubt, unwashed hands

and no dish cloth at all.

The debased morals and the low condi-

tion of spiritual things in this country

are illustrated by this universal custom of

working on the ground, as you see the

woman doing in this picture. Katrine,

the wife of our good and faithful school

ter of Revelations is found—on the last

page in the back of the book. So it is with

life in Turkey. “Every thing is done

backwards,” or in the hardest way, we
often say. One of the most annoying

things, in the culinary department, to a

new missionarjr, is the custom of putting

everything on the floor. Well do I remem-
ber my astonishment upon going to the

kitchen shortly after the first breakfast we
had in Suadia, in our own home, and

cook and general buyer, was doing the

regular washing for the boys’ school when
I suddenly appeared upon the scene with

our camera, and took a snapshot. One of

the most common reasons given for doing

things in a certain way is because, as they

say, “Hake el oddy” (according to cus-

tom ). Katrine is dressed “according to

custom,” and has donned the worst old

clothes to be found, before beginning to

wash. The outside garment is her hus-
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band’s dilapidated “gumbazh.” She wears

the wooden shoes
—“cob-cobs”—so com-

mon in this land. She does all the wash-

ing by rubbing with her hands. All the

vessels that are necessary for her to do

the washing for thirty boys are to be seen

in this picture—the large kettle in which

to heat the water that must always have

in it some lye water, which is prepared in

the old, square, petroleum can sitting by

the fire, the gourd dipper and two flat, cop-

per tubs.

She proceeds by sitting upon a very

low stool. As she gets up and down and

moves about she does so much groaning

that if she were a “Yankee” we might be

quite sure the poor woman was very sick.

However, she is in the best of health, is a

mother of three sons and a grandmother

to a pretty little girl, of whom they are

very proud.

Although Katrine’s way of washing may
seem very rude, it is much in advance of

the usual way in Suadia. The women
take their children to a spring or to the

river side, and there they very often de-

nude them and lay their clothes upon a

flat stone. The}r then pour lye water over

the clothes, and taking a broad paddle

they beat and pound with a swish, swish,

swish, keeping time with the swish by a

moan, and almost constantly saying, “Yal-

lah, yallah,” thus taking God’s name in

vain, for translated it means “0 God ! 0
God !” The pitiful thing is that when
asked why they take God’s name in vain

not one in a hundred knows that it is God’s

name that they are using. For genera-

tions they have used God’s name in this

light and blasphemous manner, so that

now their senses are hardened. After this

swish, swish, swish continues for some

time, they lay the faded clothes upon the

bushes or rocks to dry, while they sit and

gossip, having a general good time.

Can you not realize the difference in

Katrine washing at our school house in

this quiet way, while thirty little boys,

neatly clad, each in a clean suit, are busy

at their studies in the school room, and

the gossiping native women at the river

side, washing in many cases the only little

garments their children have, while the

children play about, giving little or no heed

to the passer-by, unless a missionary

passes ? Then they will most always scam-

per away and hide in the bushes or in the

river. All of these little, wild children

should be in school. As we look about us

and see the great numbers of boys and

girls we do not reach, the task seems too

great for your busy missionaries. Yet “a

little leaven leaveneth the whole,” so the

work goes on in the usual, quiet, unwaver-

ing manner.

For another number of the Olive Trees

I want to send two pictures showing how
one of the chief articles of native food is

prepared.

Myrta May Dodds.

OUR STATISTICS.

The statistics of no religious body are

fuller and nearer correct than are ours.

The present method, the one adopted by

nearly all denominations, gives time to

examine carefully the tables and to cor-

rect mistakes and errors and to embody

the main facts in a report to Synod. For

a long time the effort was made to secure

early reports, but without success. “The

reports of presbyteries,” in the language of

the committee in 1896, when, by its recom-

mendation, the change was made, “came

in with the usual delay and inaccuracy, for

which there seems to be no human
remedy.”

Our statistics are not yet what they

should be, nor what, with a little effort,

they can be made. This year those of thir-

teen congregations—viz., Baltimore, Bear

Run, Cincinnati, Holmwood, Oil Creek,
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Parnassus, First Philadelphia, Second

Philadelphia, Pine Creek, Salem, Selma,

Sterling and Union—were taken from last

year’s tables. The reports of two of these

congregations—Pine Creek and Union—it

should be added, were reported as lost in

the mail. A third—Sterling—was for-

warded to Synod’s clerk instead of Presby-

tery’s.

Clerks of Presbyteries are not generally

the parties to be blamed for failure here.

Any one who has occupied that position

knows how utterly impossible it is to per-

suade or compel some pastors and ses-

sions to forward in time the statistical

tables of their congregations. They sim-

ply will not do it. There is no good rea-

son why this should be. Presbyteries

should take action where there is con-

tinued neglect or refusal.

And there has been in some cases most

shameful neglect with reference to this in

the past. Of the thirteen congregations

mentioned, the statistics of one have been

taken five times from previous reports, of

three four times and of another twice.

What is true of these congregations is also

true of some others not in the above list.

Such neglect should not be allowed to con-

tinue.

There is another matter in connection

with our statistics to which attention has

often been called in the reports of the

Committees on Presbyterial Reports, but

without avail. The increase and decrease

in the congregations do not agree from

year to year with the number of members

reported. The result' is a discrepancy in

the summary. This has always been the

case. In the decade 1892-1901 there was

one year a discrepancy of over two hun-

dred. The membership as reported in

1891 was 11,272; in 1901, it was 9,733,

making a decrease of 1,539. The reported

increase during those years was 240, the

decrease 1,505, making a net decrease of

1,305. The difference is thus 234. Dis-

crepancies of this kind should not exist.

The keeping of a congregational roll is a

very small matter. All that is necessary

on the part of pastors and sessions is the

exercise of a little care in order to have

it correct. Certainly it is worth while

making the effort.

The attention of clerks of Presbyteries

is called to the following extract from the

minutes of Synod for this year, p. 121.

Attention to the suggestions will save no

little trouble, as well as prevent mistakes

:

“The name of the Presbytery should be

inserted in the blank left for that pur-

pose. Only those blanks sent by the clerk

and stated clerk should be used. Presby-

terial reports should be mailed not later

than May 15. The number of officers and

members of those congregations from

which no reports have been received (and

nothing else) should be taken from last

year’s statistics and so designated in a

foot note. Congregational statistics re-

ceived after May 15 should be returned to

the senders and not forwarded to the clerk.

No additional columns should be added.

Objects for which there are no columns

and which it is desirable to have men-

tioned should be placed under “miscella-

neous” and designated in a foot note.

Cents should not be reported; figures

should be placed under one another; each

addition should be proved. The sum of

the totals should equal the sum of all the

other columns when added together. S. S.

should follow the name of a stated sup-

ply.”

Changes for the better have been made
in the statistical tables this year. To
S^mod’s clerk is due the credit.

J. W. Sproull.'

A PRAYING HERO.
“The name of the heroic young Amer-

ican who risked his life by climbing un-
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armed over the Pekin wall is Calvin Pearl

Titus, bugler in Company E, Fourteenth

United States Infantry.” So ran the press

reports, and a little later, when letters be-

gan to arrive from the besieged and those

who had raised the siege, further informa-

tion came concerning the intrepid young

soldier. A recent letter to the Christian

Endeavor World from a comrade in his

company tells something about the life of

this young hero.

“He is a Christian youth,” the letter

says. “When I joined the company, then

stationed at Bacoor, near Manila, about

the first pleasant and encouraging fact

I met was that Titus, our bugler, was in

the habit of praying every night.”

Every one who has read stories of camp

life knows that the man who kneels to pray

in his tent has a hard time of it at first.

Soldiers are quick to turn against cant, to

resent ostentatious piety, and to watch to

see how a man’s profession squares with

his performance. Titus had stood this test

by the time spoken of in the letter, and

was known for his real worth.

“Never fussy in his religious profes-

sions, he was always a constant witness for

purity in thought, word and deed.” Sol-

diers soon come to know whether a man’s

life rings true, and they are as ready to ad-

mire principle as they are to scorn its

sham.

In the camp Calvin Pearl Titus lived

the religion which he professed. It was

that consistent life that gave his prayers

weight with God and men. When the su-

preme test came he did not fail.

On Aug. 13, when the allies approached

the walls of Pekin, the Americans were on

the left flank, and by a brilliant dash came

up to the foot of the wall, where the large

cannon on the walls could not reach them.

Titus took a rope in his teeth, and clam-

bered up the wall while the cannon of the

allied armies pounded the masonry to

right and left to give him all possible pro-

tection. Then up the rope, which he had

made fast above, the American boys

climbed to the top, and soon the assaulting

armies were within, and marching swiftly

to the rescue of their imperiled country-

men. Calvin Titus could fight as well as

he could pray.

He who parades his piety to be seen of

men only earns their contempt. But of

this cool, daring young Christian his com-

rade writes, “Pie is the most popular fel-

low in the company.”

—

Youth’s Com-

panion.

WHERE DO YOU ATTEND ?

“What church do you attend ?” was once

asked of a bright young fellow, doing busi-

ness in one of our large cities. “Oh, I just

run around,” he answered, gayly. “I don’t

understand the difference between the

Churches; in fact, there is a great deal in

the Bible itself that I don’t understand,

and, until I do, of course I can’t join any

Church.” “How many hours a day do you

spend studying this matter?” asked the

questioner. “Hours ?” he repeated in sur-

prise. “Well, then, minutes?” The young

man was dumb. “Ah,” said his com-

panion, with patient sadness, “not one

!

If you thought a knowledge of geology

necessary to your success in life, or as-

tronomy, or shorthand, you would not

think of spending less than one hour a day

in its study, perhaps two, perhaps three;

and you would not expect to know or un-

derstand it without that exertion. But the

knowledge of God, of Jesus Christ, of

salvation—the highest and deepest of all

knowledge—you sit around and wait for

as if it would come like a flash of light-

ning.”

—

Our Young Folks.

oo<-»
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—Olive Trees invites the special atten-

tion of its readers to the following state-

ment, which will be mailed in November

to every settled minister and an elder or

representative in every vacant congrega-

tion:

Foreign Mission Circular.

Dear Brother :

It becomes our duty once more to ask

your co-operation in bringing the claims

of the Foreign Missions before the con-

gregation under your charge. At the Sep-

tember meeting of the Board, the Treas-

urer reported an overdraft on the current

account fund of the Syrian Mission of

more than $15,000. When the annual

offerings begin to come in, this large

amount will be reduced or perhaps wiped

out for a time. But in a few months

necessary current disbursements will leave

the account in debt again. If the friends

of the work in Syria, Asia Minor, and

Cyprus, will only take time to consider

that $6,800 are needed to cover the salaries

of the four ministers, two physicians and

six women missionaries who represent

them in those fields, and that $14,420 are

pledged to pay evangelists, colporteurs,

teachers and Bible women and meet the

other current expenses of the school and

medical departments, a conviction will be

forced upon them that the Board cannot

administer this important service of the

Church on less than the full Synodical

appropriation of $15,000, in addition to

voluntary offerings and dividends on in-

vested funds. Every dollar will be re-

quired to carry on the work as at present

conducted, to say nothing of extending it

into localities where the gospel is not yet

preached, though the need is as pressing

as the responsibility resting on the home

Church is weighty. Besides, another min-

ister, or, better, a physician who is full

of the evangelistic spirit and apt to teach,

should be sent out to the Tarsus field,

where Rev. R. J. Dodds is laboring alone,

and often disheartened because unable to

meet the calls that come to him for help.

Nor should the churches overlook the

Mission to China, where the expenditure

has been recently increased by adding the

names of a teacher and a physician to the

pay-roll. It is hoped, too, that, before

many months, a minister will be on the

way to assist Rev. A. I. Robb in his

efforts to reach with the gospel the thou-

sands in Tak Hing, to whom he is now
the only messenger of life. The Board

would like to have in hand the full appro-

priation of $5,000.

Many are deeply interested in the For-

eign Missions, and we depend on brethren

in the ministry and in the eldership to

keep facts and details before the people,

that they may be in a position to give, as

every one with a correct idea of the stew-

ardship of property wishes to give, not

at haphazard, but intelligently and on

principle.

R. M. Sommerville, Cor. Sec’y.

The foregoing circular should be read

with earnest prayer for the guidance of

the Holy Spirit. The work for which it

pleads is carried on, not because a few

men deem it necessary, but because the

Lord commands it, and readiness to do His

will is the leading element in loyalty to

His crown. It is essential to the spiritual

life of His people, and never do they so

truly represent the Christ in spirit, char-

acter and action, as when giving to save

the world. Consecration to this service

is transformation into His likeness.
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—At the September meeting of the

Board of Foreign Missions, it was agreed

to ask the Church for money to replace

the chapel at Larnaca, Cyprus, which was

destroyed by fire a few months ago. Fif-

teen hundred dollars will be required for

this purpose, and friends of the work on

the island are invited to contribute that

sum. The missionaries have been in-

structed not to begin building till they

have been notified that the money is in

hand, and then only to erect such a house

as is demanded by the distinctively evan-

gelistic needs of the field. Olive Trees

will be glad to receive and acknowledge

contributions, large or small.

—All subscribers who have neglected

to pay for 1901 are requested to send in

the money before the close of the year,

and, if possible, renew at the same time

for 1902. Dollars are not very plenty in

some families, and we have proved that we

are willing to wait. But in November a

statement will have to be sent to every one

in arrears, not because we question the

integrity of any one, but because the date

on the wrapper seems to be overlooked.

This means labor and expense that should

not be required of us.

—The Fleming H. Revell Co. an-

nounces, through its Literary News Notes
,

a new book that every one who is inter-

ested in missionary work in China will

wish to have as soon as it comes from

the press. It is from the pen of Dr.

Arthur H. Smith, whose “Chinese Char-

acteristics” and “Village Life in China”

have placed him in the forefront of

writers on that empire. He remained in

China after the siege in order that he

might observe events at close range, and

has embodied the results in a volume en-

titled “China in Convulsion.”

—Olive Trees is indebted to Rev. S. J.

Crowe, State Secretary of the American

Sabbath Union, for a copy of The Church

and the Sabbath

,

an address delivered in

defense of Sabbath observance, and pub-

lished by request. It is written in the

author's happiest vein, and pleads with

heart-earnestness for the Scriptural sanc-

tification of the Lord’s day. The address

merits a wide circulation.

—We are indebted to Rev. R. J. Dodds

for two copies of a pamphlet in Arabic.

It is not easy to review a treatise written

in a language of which one has only the

most superficial knowledge, but it seems

to be a discussion in favor of purity of

worship. The author has much to say

against the use of uninspired songs and

instruments as a substitute for the Psalms

and vocal music that the Head of the

Church requires in His service, and he

condemns such worship in every form

in which it appears. Though unable, nat-

urally, to make out all the points he em-

phasizes, we cordially commend the pam-

phlet and hope it may have a wide circu-

lation among Arabic-speaking people.

A letter from Dr. .1. Maude George, mailed at Japan, October 3, and received as we

go to press, informs us that when about ten days out from Honolulu, Rev. A. I. Robb

developed symptoms of malarial fever. Under the circumstances the whole party

landed at Yokohama, where, with the courteous assistance of Dr. Ashmore, ol the

Baptist Mission, they obtained excellent accommodation at the Hotel de Geneve. At

the date of the letter Mr. Robb was very comfortable, and they were hoping to get

passage to Hong Kong on Steamship Doric, advertised to sail October 10. Dr.

George assures us that there need be no anxiety on the part of friends in this country.
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